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over all Europe, was regretted in France by all who
were not financiers or their supporters.

Boisguilbert, whom this event ought to have ren-
dered wise, could not contain himself. One of the ob-
jections which had been urged against his theories, was
the difficulty of carrying out changes in the midst of a
great war. He now published a book refuting this
point, and describing such a number of abuses then ex-
isting, to abolish which, he asked, was it necessary to
wait for peace, that the ministers were outraged. Bois-
guilbert was exiled to Auvergne. I did all in my power
to revoke this sentence, having known Boisguilbert at
Rouen, but did not succeed until the end of two months.
He was then allowed to return to Rouen, but was se-
verely reprimanded, and stripped of his functions for
some little time. He was amply indemnified, however,
for this by the crowd of people, and the acclamations
with which he was received.

It is due to Chamillart to say, that he was the only
minister who had listened with any attention to these
new systems of Vauban and Boisguilbert He indeed
made trial of the plans suggested by the former, but
the circumstances were not favourable to his success,
and they of course failed. Some time after, instead of
following the system of Vauban, and reducing the im-
posts, fresh ones were added. Who would have said
to the Marechal that all his labours for the relief of the
people of France would lead to new imposts, more
harsh, more permanent, and more heavy than he pro-
tested against? It is a terrible lesson against all im-
provements in matters of taxation and finance.
{ But it4s4hne, -now, that ,Lshould retrace my steps